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Dear Friends,

The Christian faith is grour
grace and power made known to
and resurrection. Those of us who profess faith in Jesus Christ
and are baptized Christians go through a fundamental change that
takes place at the very core of our being. This spiritual
metamorphosis affects how we live in a dramatic and irreversible
way. The Apostle Paul spoke of this radical transformation as a
process of dying to an old identity and being raised to a
completely new life. In his Epistle to the Christians in Rome, Paul
wr o tDe you riot know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of lile [ Ro md]. As6a: 3
baptized Christian, you do not just bumble along the course of
your life hoping to become a better person; instead you live each
day with an intentional openness to the power of God who raised
Jesus from the dead and continues to change you into a new
creation.

For most of us, becoming a new person in Christ is not an
event that takes place overnight. It is rather a gradual process that
slowly transforms you from the inside out. In some Christian
traditions, this lifelong process is called sanctification. As we
deepen our relationship with God through worship, prayer,
Scripture and selfjiving, we learn to let go of our doubts and
unbelief and to | et the reali
shape our whole life. Rather than succumbing to the ubiquitous
culture of skepticism and apathy that keeps the world in thrall to



the power of death, our rising with Christ frees us to be
messengers of hope, holiness, love and resurrected living. This is
why the New Testament claims that as baptized Christians, who
wal k i n newness of i fe, we
Afambassadors for Christo and
love.

During the seasons of Lent

LENTEN MEDITATION : and Easter, we will have
GATHERINGS | many opportunities to deepen
| Schedule for the Lente'p our relationship with God, so

e L we may die to our old self and
: Meditation Gatherings: : rise with Christ to a life that is

| March 5", 2010- Please, il rooted in the hope of the
lyou are planning to atten{j,resurrection. Every Friday
| RSVP with Arlene Hayn by night in March, we will meet
: March 3rd. I at the parsonage to meditate

| March 12", 2010- Please, it ©n Godods word a
lyou are planning to attenfl, EVery Sunday morning in
| RSVP with Arlene Hayn by March, we will gather to
I March 10", | listen to sermons that will

I 1 help us to remember why we
th
| March 197, 2010- Please, il believe in Christ, why we are

| i . ..
you are planning to atten{j,hls disciples and how our

I .
| RSVP with Arlene Hayn by . o imi t me n t t o
message changes our life and

I March 17", I

| .

| March 26", 2010- Please, I'{ challenges us to share the
l you are planning to attenli, good news with the world. On
| RSVP with Arlene Hayn by April 1st, we wil come

| March 24", I together to break bread and to
: We will gather at 7:30 PM : let the shadow of the cross
| at the parsonage I remlnd_ us that Christ suffe_red
P 1 and died so that we might
walk in newness of life. On
April 2nd, all our members are invited to worship at Good News
Community Church (UCC). Our choir and youth will participate
in their service and we wil|l n
on the cross. Then, oApril 4th, we wi || cel el
victory over the power of death! Easter Sunday will give us all
another chance to recommit ourselves to the new life that the
Risen Christ freely offers to all who believe.



| hope that you and your family will take advantage of
every single opportunity to be in church during these holy days.
As baptized Christians, we are called to be a sign of the
resurrection in the world, but we can only do that if we
experience the power of God in our own lives first. One of my
pastors in Brazil always ended his Sunday evening sermons
s ay i lhygy arefin Christ, you are a new creation; now go
out and show it to the worldi May this Lenten season and our
Easter celebration help you to remember who you are and
encourage you to be a living witness of the resurrected life in the
world.

Faithfully,

(12 048 Nl
[0 MihTouo “Fomega

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT CHRIST CHURCH

Palm Sunday- March 28th
Palm Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Maundy Thursday - April 1st

Join us for at 6:30 PM for our Agape Meal (The Meal of Love)
in the Fellowship Hall. The Eucharistic celebration and
Tenebrae service will follow at 7:30 PM. Members of Good
News Community Church (UCC) will join us for supper and
will participate in the worship service.

Good Friday - April 2nd

We are invited to worship with the members of Good News
Community Church (UCC) located at 7649 N. Paulina Street,
Chicago, lllinois 60626, Phone Number 77362-2277. Our
choir and youth will sing. The service starts at 7:00 pm.
Parking is available. If you need a ride, please contact our
church office not later than March 29th.

Easter Sunday- April 4th

Resurrection Service at 8:00 AM
Easter Breakfast at 9:00 AM
Traditional Easter Service at 10:30 AM



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

TheOne Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
Offering, administered by the Wider
One Church Ministries, is the refugee, relief
great hOLII’ and development fund of the United
“of sharing Church of Christ. It provides support to
people in more than eighty countries.

The 2010 OGHS theme is inspired by John 24:75%hen Jesus

asks Peter, ADo you | ove me?c
scripture, you may know that after Peter confesses to loving
Jesus, Jesus tells him, NnFeed

for all who are in need, just as God cares for each of us.

This year we will collect the OGHS offering during our Church
service onSunday, March 14th We hope you will join us at
this time. However, you may also contribute by simply mailing a
check to the church made out to Christ Church of Chicago with
the notationOGHS, in the memo line.

Thank you,
Mission Task Force

WE PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER

At Christ Church we care and pray
one another. During the Easter seas
we will pray for each member of ou
congregationby name. Our members
will receive a postcard to remind them
that their names will be lifted before
God on Sunday morning during the
worship service.

If you have any prayer requests, please
leave a message for Rev. Paulo on his
voicemail.



UDON AND BAKE SALE

Delicious homemade Udon $6.00
Cakes, Cookies, Japanese Desserts
and much more

y: @\@
\w\ j/

Christ Church of Chicago

6047 N. Rockwell Street

Date: April 11th, 2010
12:00 P.M.- 3:00 P.M.

ANNOUNCING A YOUTH MUSICAL AT TRI -C!

? Date: Sunday, April 11, during the worship
service (followed by Udon!)

TitIe:ﬁJoseph and the Ama
,oc ] Dreamcoat o
“c 1

By Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice
IHEA1IN
Frv "

rCd \ Presented by all the T€ youth, preschool
’../.\MCOAT through college.

Rehearsals are during Sunday School and
after the worship service. Friends and relatives are invited to
participate; alternate rehearsal times available. For more
information, please contact Fran Walker. You may call her at 773
-814-8338 or email her at franwalk@gmail.com.




RUMMAGE SALE

Christ Church will be holding its "8
annual Rummage Sale oWlay 22nd,
2010 Once again we need your help to
make this funeraiser a success. Last
year we raised more
see if we can top that!

%o%@ Clean out those closets, basements, attics,
and garages. Please bring the items to
Christ Church beginningMay 9th and

no later than May 21st This year we are very short on set up

time - only one week- so please pack similar items together and

mark the bags and boxes with the contents.

We will take all types of items, sell them cheap and have the
remainder taken away by a local charity. Remember: anything
el ectronic must wor k. Tel evi s
Please only seasonal clothing. (If you have winter clothing you
might want to give it to your favorite charity or Care For Real).
We are kindly requesting not to donate any textbooks.

Furniture and tools are especially good sellers and last year we
made about $900 from gold jewelry. Furniture will be stored in
Rev. Paul o6s garage but we pl :
furniture on May 21st, the day before the sale. If you know you
need items to be picked up please let Mary Mantel know and she
will put you on the list.

The youth will be selling snacks, goodies and drinks as a fund
raiser for a youth project.

Flyers will be available for church members to distribute among
their friends.

Thank you for your cooperation!
If you have any questions, would like to volunteer to set up the

Fellowship Hall, or help on the day of the rummage sale, please
call the church office.



STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2010

ATherefore, since we are surrtr
witnessesé | et us run with per
T HEBREWS 12:1

THEME: Rooted in Tradition while Growing towards our
Tomorrow

Dear Christ Church Members and Friends,

Ten years! Can you believe it? It has bee
years since our congregation took a leay
faith and dared to envision a new future
Christ Church by purchasing our currg
church building. After spending seve
years worshipping at different sites,
chose to acquire a building that was la
enough to accommodate who we were back
in 2000 and that also had the potential to be the home of the
congregation we wanted to become. We
“‘\ invested our resources into this building
““ because we believed our congregation
needed a place to claim as its own; a place
where our families might come together to
worship, to pray, to host traditional
Japanesdmerican cultural events, to
mourn the loss of loved ones, to nurture the
faith of our chil dren
love and grace with our neighbors. We bought this building
because we believed God had a plan for Christ Church of
Chicago.

Ten years after we held our first worsig
service in this building, Christ Church
become a congregation where people
connected to one another across
boundaries of neighborhood, race, gen
class and nationality. Our building contint
to be a large part of our ministry and missi
It allows us to gather for fellowship ana
learning and to offer a safe space to community groups such as
the Japanese American Service Committee and the Karate Club.
Our church is a welcoming sanctuary to every visitor who joins




us to worship God. In the midst of life struggles and the
brokenness of the world, this building has
become a sacred space where we are
remi nded of Godds | ove
enter this holy place to worship, it is
impossible to forget how much this
congregation means to each one of us. Our
pastor, seminary intern, church musicians
and deacons devote much time planning and
preparing for the worship service. Candles
and flowers, inspiring organ music, our choirs, filtered light
coming in through our beautiful stained glass windows are gifts
that we share each time we gather to worship. When we enter this
building, you can feel that Christ Church is more than just a
church building made of ordinary bricks and mortar! We are a
congregation that radiates the love of God, where our members
and friends are deeply rooted in the Christian faith and
determined to run with perseverance the race that is set before us.

In choosing Hebrews 12:1 as our Steward: "
Theme for 2010, the Stewardship Tdskce
hopes that our members and friends will |
back and be thankful for the passion
dedication of all those who gave generou
even sacrificially, so that we might have t
building to call home. The faith, love a
hard work of the men and women who gave

of themselves so that we might fulfill the dream of having a
vibrant, strong and forwarlboking congregation in Chicago are

still alive in everything we do. They are the great cloud of
witnesses that continue to cheer us on as we do our best to carry
on their vision and dreams for Christ Church of Chicago.

We are privileged to be the ones who are
now called to nurture a new generation of
Christ Church members. It is our turn to pass
on the beloved traditions of this church to

future generations. God brought us together
and blessed us with this spacious and
beautiful church building, so that we might

proclaim the Good News, worship the One




whose love and grace sustain our faith daily,
and might persevere together on the path of
justice and peace. May each one of you be
inspired by our calling to honor our roots and

be willing to support Christ Church as we

start out a new journey together toward our
next decade as faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ.

To continue to run the race set before
Christ Church needs your financial supp
Your giving is a vital part of our church lif

As a matter of fact, our main source
funding comes from your generous gi
Without your financial support, we wou
not have been able to celebrate our 1lumn
anniversary at this present location. Without your faithful giving,
we would not be able to keep our heritage alive and to dream
about our future together. Your monetary
gifts to Christ Church allow us to keep our
building and grounds clean, safe and
inviting. Your annual giving goes well
beyond paying for utility bills, church staff
and our mortgage, it also helps us to make
the words of the gospel real as we seek to
feed the hungry, clothe the poor, and be a
~ welcoming church where every individual is
welcomed as a unique gift from God.

e

_

-

Every year, the Stewardship Tas&rce
asks you to make a pledge of financ q
support to the work of Christ Church *"*
Chicago. By filling out a pledge card, yJ g
let the Board of Trustees know how mi* «
money you plan to give and, in doing t :
you also make a statement about A
gratitude for the work of this congregation.

You are asked to make a pledge so that your church can plan a
budget that is balanced and faithful to the mission we believe we
are called to do. While we are excited about our 10th anniversary,
we know that in order to continue to grow our church, to expand

-



our programs, to honor our past and to march
toward our future, we need to count on your
contributions. Therefore we ask that you fill
out the pledge card below and bring it to
church on May 16th, which will be the
Sunday when we will consecrate our gifts and
offerings to the honor and glory of God.

The extraordinar
generosity of our members and friends, \g
have given faithfully to Christ Church over
years, contribute to making this chut
building our spiritual home. By faith, we h
come this far and, by faith, we will travel
seeking to persevere in our journey.

The Stewardship Tagkorce
Gary Fujiwara Sue Takaki
Sharon Hidaka Rev. Paulo G. Franca

My 2010 Financial Pledge
I n thanksgiving for Godos
gifts, 1/We pledge to give the following dollar amount to
support the ministries and mission of Christ Church of
Chicago:

$ each week Name(s)
$ each month Signed

$ each quarter Date

$ annually

This information will be kept confidential

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to:

Christ Church of Chicago
Attn: Stewardship
6047 N. Rockwell Street
Chicago, IL 60659



DONATIONS

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of
Chicago for your generous donations during the month of

January.

John Hirabayashi

Fay and Ken Kadowaki
Fay and KerKadowaki
Jeanne and Ron Kawako
Don Kawamoto

Helen Miyake

Helen Miyake

Mieko Nasu

Yuko Nasu

Richard Okabe

Robin and Gregg Oshita
Frances Sugai

Frances Sugai

Josie and Mark Sugai
Sachi Suzuki

Takako and Hideo Tokumasu
Lily and Pedro Ulate

BUILDING FUND

E. Higashi, F. Taniguchi
Nancy and Robert Takagi
Terry Yamagiwa

In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi
In Memory of Hinae Nakazawa
In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi
Veterans of the Cross

Christmas Offering
Flower Fund

Christmas Offering
Christmas Offering

Passage Appreciation
Christmas Offering

In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi
In Memory of Loved Ones

In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi
In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi

In Memory of Roy Nakazawa

EASTER LILIES

~— will be

Memorialize loved ones by contributing
'to the purchase of Easter lilies for our
sanctuary. A list of those remembered
and honored will be printed in the
bulletin on Easter Sunday. To place
your order, you may fill out the form

inserted in your Sunday bulletin or you
may call the church office. All forms

collected by Joy Fujiwara. The

deadline to order your Easter LilyNarch 21st



WINDOWS OF CHRIST CHURCH

If you have not noticed, there

beautiful stained glass windo
behind the organ in the choir loft '<BER

in the for mer p 1 I ce
just above the vestibule. As ‘
celebrate our 10 anniversary in thi
building, take some time to appreci
these windows and to meditate
their meaning and symbolism.

The window in the room that once

the office of St : sto
one of the most fundamental doctri ! REEE

of the Christian faith: the Holy

Trinity . Therefore this window

appropriately known as the Trinity

window.

THE HAND OF GOD i This allegorical
picture, which is by far the most widely used
symbol of God the Father in Christian
symbol ogy, reminds us
power and providential care. The words of
the psalmist make us aware of how important
this symbol has been for the Judébristian

t r adiThe eyes of alfilook to you, and
you give them their food in due season. You
open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living
thingb [ Psal-I6).145: 15

THE LAMB OF GOD 1 This emble
represents Jesus Christ, God the Son, a¥
perfect embodi ment
humanity. It is also a symbol of t
redemptive work of the Son. In the Gos
according to St. John, as Jesus walked to
John the BaptiHete,is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of t
worldlo [ John 1:29b] .



THE DESCENDING DOVE i All four
gospels describe the Holy Spirit descenc
from heaven like a dove on the occasio
Jesusd baptism. The
most popular symbol for the Third Persor
the Trinity.

DECADE FEST FEBRUARY BASH

Many members of Christ Church just
recently gathered to recognize a very
significant mi |l est ol
history as we celebrated our first decade

in our current building! No bash would

be complete without a buffet table
amply provisioned by the many
gourmands within our community. After
the potluck dinner,
time capsule that had been set aside and
examined the artifacts that had been buried within. And, while the
passage of time has changed us all in our own unique ways, the
photographs revealed how little our energy and vibrancy has
dimmed.




It was especially poignant to k-

honored by the presence of two of « 4
lifelong friendsi Sandy and Crai '
Parsonsi who have been such
inspiration to all of us over the ye

|t was only fit pon
return, we would ask him to lead

choir in a reprise performance of

beauti fully <cons ece
This Houseo, wh i DS e
us ten years ago as a dedication to our

building.

A slide show replete with photos taken
throughout this last decade was played
prior to a sake toast saluting our past
and recognizing our future. Once the
lights were dimmed those who are
mo s t Ayoung at h e
stage to participate in Wilust Dance

a 2f' Cent ur y-by-muwnmb enrts
dance program that was projected onto

a movie screen for all to follow.




Of course, no party would be complete without a Sweets Table,
which rumor has it, was well stocked with all kinds of delectable
goodies. And fittingly, everyone has been asked to consider what
items would be worthy of placing in a new time capsule to be
opened in the year 2020!

Many thanks are extended to all who served on the planning, set
up, decorating, transportation and tech committees. It was a
wonderful event and a great way to chase away those winter
blues!

Russ Katahira & Elaine Kaneshiro
Co-Moderators

THE PASSAGE IS CHANGING

The world is changing quickly and Christ Church is also making
important changes in the way we stay in touch with our members
and friends. Beginning in March, the Passage will be published bi
-monthly; so this issue of the Passage will cover the months of
March and April. You will not receive another Passage until the
end of April or beginning of May.



There are several reasons for this change. First of all, we want
to be good stewards of God's creation and the church's finances.
Publishing the Passage once every-tmanths will reduce our
carbon footprint in the world considerably and, while we protect
the environment, we will also be saving money that can be used
in other areas of ministry.

We also realize that there are more effective ways to keep our
members and friends u#p-date with what is happening in our
church. The aews that you receive in your inbox every week
is an excellent, fast, inexpensive and easy way to provide you
with the latest news about upcoming events and activities. If
you do not receive the weeklynews and would like to start
receiving it, please-mail our church office right away.

You may also go to our websiteww.christchurchchicago.net

at any time and find out what is going on around Christ Church.
The Passage is posted on the website along with our monthly
Calendar.

We hope that more church members will opt to receive the
Passage electronically. If you'd rather download the Passage
onto your computer or read it on the website, pleas®ié or

call our Administrative Assistant Arlene Hayn to let us know.

Thanks for helping us to be good stewards of our resources and
for making it easier for Christ Church to be in touch with you
and your family.

NEWS FROM THE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN
ASSOCIATION OF THE UCC

CMA moved its offices to new space at Chicago Theological
Seminary in Hyde Park on February 11th. .

New mailing address is:

Chicago Metropolitan Assn UCC
5757 S. University Av, Chicago, IL 60637
New phone number: 77347650
New fax number:773-3247692


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103019175013&s=89&e=0015DuFieYYUEkJDhMsIi3MZtsFQ_GXecCAQ6IriE_7mnbWSeEtWGcwiRf0UuiuD_05DJE8c8rTiIWT4NXYbefgEwV9X21VwEkO5xUa24eALDQlH6TvxiJK2fMuS7pfnf_V

YOUTH RETREAT

You canodot miss our annual Yol
together and spend the weekend away having fun, taking long
walks along the lake, playing games, and getting ready for Easter!

We will leave on Friday, March 19th and will return on Sunday,
March 21st. Mark the date on your calendars and make sure you
will spread the word! Bring a friend with you!

We need adult

volunteers to drive and
to spend the weekend in
Michigan with seminary

intern, Chris An, and the
youth group.

Please, contact Chris
An, if you can drive and

let him know if you are

planning to be a youth
advisor.

To contact Chris, you can call the church office and leave a
message on his voicemail or you may also send himraaileto
man@christchurchchicago.net.



THANK -YOU

Erik Pavesic for volunteering to help seminary intern Chris An
improve his pronunciation.

HEARTLAND ALLIANCE

A big thank you for your gifts and generous donations to helping
our Heartland Alliance families. This year, we provided two
families with winter necessities, clothing, household items, toys,
games and holiday gift cards. This was only possible because
you, once again, opened your hearts and wallets. Many of you
took more than one ornament from the Christmas Tree of Hope,
some passed them on to friends, while others tailored their gift
exchanges to benefit the Heartland families. Thank you also to
Reverend Paulo an Chris An, the youth and their families for
shopping, wrapping, decorating ornaments and supporting this
mission.

Many thanks and blessings,

Nancy Takagi

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Tomi Shimojima recently moved. If you would like her new
address, please call the church office.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations for Trent Takaki! He won first place in the
lllinois Junior Piano State Competition to advance to the Music
Teachers National Association East Central Division, which he
also won. He will now be competing against the other six multi
state division winners at the Kawai National Competition Finals
in New Mexico in March.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

r Happy Birthday to all of those celebrating in March and’
[ April! )

Grady Garner, Tyler Hirano, Chieko Kimura,
Barbara Kurokawa, Yurie Kushino, Hachi Nagai
i Derek Ozawa, Alyson Schlauder

. Please accept our apologies if we omitted anyone! If your
, birthday is not listed here, chances are that we do not have
©your updated information. Please contact the church office
© and request a membership update form. :

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

; Prayers of healing for Edith Higashi, Jim Kawakami,
©| "= Tracey Shimabukuro, Mae Watanabe, Aiko Amino,
- Mary Nakagawa, Sandy Parsons, Judy Scheller and
Fernando (Juana Wongds Dbl

cancer).

MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR

The deadline for the Passagdé\wil 14, 2010.






